
Human Relations Meeting – October 19, 2017 
Minutes 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 
 

• Review of Old Minutes was approved 
• Discussion about missing minutes and clarification that the old minutes were located. 

Wendy will send Agenda and Minutes directly to Deanna at the Borough Moving forward 
• Carl and Linda party. Will coordinate a date and time for a small gathering with HRC and 

Commissioners to celebrate their 20 + years service to the HRC (Wendy to follow-up) 
• Fall Festival Debriefing 

o Overall positive feedback regarding table 
o Maureen Dodson from Haddonfield Living is looking to do a possible Article in the 

magazine before January to discuss the committee. This would be a good place to 
put forth the idea of the Haddonfield Pledge. 

o Forms and Prompts had mixed feedback, will continue to discuss for next year 
• Pledge Book 

o Decision was made to have the book ‘travel’, Locations for book to be placed are 
potentially HS and ending in the Haddonfield Library which was already approved 
by Mr. Zino at the Library. Locations for traveling include possibly Inkwood Books, 
HMHS Library, HMS and maybe the elementary Schools. Potential to advertise this 
in Haddonfield Sun as well.  

o Mo is going to write up a short piece on the Haddonfield Pledge Itself to be 
reviewed and possibly inclusion in the Sun or Article for Haddonfield Living 

• Social Media – everyone is very happy with all Social Media Links and Mr. Maxson will 
continue to maintain these. Will use this as a vehicle to raise awareness of the committee 

• Handicapped Accessible Map – HS members and Heather will work as a subcommittee 
to ensure that this moved forward 

• Fair and Welcoming Community Update – Heather completed an Executive Summary 
and Mr. Maxson completed a great deal of research of other towns in NJ who have 
used/contemplated this act. Information was put before the Commissioners who 
appreciated the efforts of this project but at this time it is not a priority and will be tabled 
for the time being. Communication will be given back to those community members who 
put forth this idea (Ellen to follow up) 

• Book Club Follow-up – good discussion about how to put forth the idea of a ‘Town Book’ 
to be read town wide. Contacts have been made with Library and will be made with 
Inkwood and Historical Society to coordinate a ‘Book of the Month” in March 2018 with 
potential segway into Community Conversation.  

• Title options include the following and Committee to vote at next meeting:  
o Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
o Between the World and Me 
o Look me in the Eye 
o The Hate U give 
o Real American: A Memoir 
o By Julie Lythcott-Haims   
o The Namesake – Jupah Lahiri 



• Community Conversation – began discussion of topics with potential to use Book Club 
reading to lend itself towards a community conversation in Spring 2018. 

• July 4th Parade – issue was tabled for further discussion 
• Biking Teens in Town 

o Teens in the town have been riding in and out of traffic, becoming bothersome to 
street and foot traffic, without consideration given to safety 

o These teens are not wearing helmets 
o Teens have moved from downtown to the community and are unsafely racing 

around side streets, pulling ‘wheelies’ 
o This ‘group’ of teens has made many in town feel uncomfortable and intimidated in 

many cases, particularly towards other teens at the HMS.  
o This has been an issue for almost a year or more, particularly for the downtown 

merchants – a meeting next week will occur with Commissioners and Downtown 
merchants to discuss further 

o Police have called by community members and number of tickets written for no 
helmets for those under 17 (which is the legal age) is unclear.  

o There were tickets provided to a few teens, who appeared for court and the Judge 
did indicate if he saw them in court again, fines would be higher. 

o Ideas and Recommendations: 
▪ Police to come to HMS and provide education/information on laws and bike 

safety (Mayor Rochford and Mr. Maxson to coordinate) 
▪ C. P.R course at HMS to be a vehicle to discuss additional issues with public 

safety (Johnathan will follow up) 
▪ Include HMS Principal/Asst Principal/Anti-Bullying Expert to collaborate 

on other ways to reduce unsafe and disrespectful behaviors within the town 
(Johnathan and Kelly)  

▪ Possibly have HMS Administration engage in 1:1 with each of the offending 
teens 

▪ Mayor Rochford will speak with police about ticketing for offenders, the 
possibility of bringing teens to the Police Station and parents called and 
higher fines for multiple offenses, so that all teens/families in the 
community recognize that this is a serious offense.  

▪ Community is encouraged to call police on 856-429-3000 line to report 
unsafe bicycle riding 

▪ Will discuss with BOE President about additional ways to promote safety 
and reduce disrespectful behaviors towards community, property and areas 
on town 

▪ Possible article in the Sun, showing adults/others wearing helmets in a way 
to be persuasive about safety (?)  

 
 
Topics for next Meeting: MLK planning – essay and art contests, performers and walk,; 
Book Club Ideas/Choosing Title, Handicap Project Update, Update on Bike Issues & review 
of NJ Statutes as it relates to bicycle laws: 

o NJ 39:4-10.1 - In NJ anyone under 17 years of age that rides a bicycle or is a 
passenger on a bicycle, or is towed as a passenger by bicycle MUST wear a safety 
helmet…for minors, the parent or legal guardian may be fined a max of $25 for 1st 



offense and a max of $100 for subsequent offense(s), if lack of parental supervision 
contributed to the offense.  

o NJ 39:4-14.2, 29:4-10.11 Operating Instructions – Every person riding a bicycle 
on a roadway shall ride as near to the right roadside as practicable exercising due 
care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceedings in same direction. A 
bicyclist may move left under any of the following conditions: 1) to make a left turn 
from a left turn lane or pockets; 2) to avoid debris, drains, or other hazardous 
condition on the rights; 3) to pass slower moving vehicle; 4) to occupy any 
available lane when traveling at the same speed as other tragic: 5) to travel no 
more than two abreast, when traffic is not impeded, but otherwise ride in single 
file. Every person riding a bicycle shall ride in the same direction as vehicular 
traffic. In NJ the law states that a bicyclist must obey all state and local automobile 
driving laws. A parent may be held responsible for the child’s violation of any 
traffic law 

 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 
 
 

 


